United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box I4S0 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/757,862 



01/15/2004 



22045 7590 08/25/2006 

BROOKS KUSHMAN P.C. 
1000 TOWN CENTER 
TWENTY-SECOND FLOOR 
SOUTHFIELD, MI 48075 



Douglas H. Irish 



DKP010I PUS1 



4622 



EXAMINER 



AHMED, AAMERS 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3763 

DATE MAILED: 08/25/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/757,862 


Applicant(s) 
IRISH, DOUGLAS H. 


Examiner 

Aamer S. Arimed 


Art Unit 

3763 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1,3-15, and 17-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lessing, Jr. (US 5,688,248) in view of Miller et al (US 5,671 ,983). 

Lessing discloses a device comprising a pouch (15) having an interior formed by 
connected front and back sides, the front side of the pouch having an exposable 
opening (21), the back side of the pouch (24) having an exposable opening; a fill drain 
tube or catheter sleeve (25) connected to the exposable opening of the front side of the 
pouch and extending into the interior of the pouch, string attachment means (18), a 
catheter clamp (26) connected to one of the front and back sides of the pouch within the 
interior of the pouch. 
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Lessing Jr. fails to disclose that the device includes an internally disposed hand 
covering element in communication with the exterior of the pouch, or peel away seals, 
adhesive on the back of the pouch. 

Miller discloses a similar device with an internally disposed mittens covering 
element in communication with the exterior of the pouch (see fig. 5) and peel away 
seals (638) on the back of the pouch. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention by applicant to modify the device of Lessing Jr. by adding the mittens, and 
peel away seals of the type taught by Miller et al, in order to provide a sterile 
environment. 

Furthermore as to claims 13, 17 and 19, it would have been an obvious matter of 
design choice to include plastic on the pouch as this is a common material used in for 
catheter and color the pouch, drain tube, catheter sleeve and the hand covering 
element a different color as the applicant has not disclosed that altering the color solves 
any stated problem and it appears that the invention would work equally well if the parts 
were the same color. 

Claims 22-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lessing, Jr. (US 5,688,248) in view of Miller et al (US 5,671 ,983) and further in view of 
Militzer (US 5,496,282) 
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As to claim 22, Lessing and Miller disclose the device as described above, but 
fail to disclose that the fill-drain tube in connected at a first end by a Y connection. 

Militzer et al discloses a similar device with a Y-connector (see fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention by applicant to modify the device of Lessing in view of Miller by adding the Y- 
connector of the type taught by Militzer et al in order to connect to both a fill source and 
drain receptacle. 

As to claims 23-30, Lessing Jr. and Miller disclose the method using the device 
as described above, but fail to disclose the step of clamping the catheter with the 
catheter clamp prior to connecting the fill-drain tube and removing the clamp after 
connecting to the fill drain tube. 

Militzer et al discloses a similar device and method including the step of clamping 
the catheter with the catheter clamp prior to connecting the fill-drain tube and removing 
the clamp after connecting to the fill drain tube (col. 5 line 5). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention by applicant to modify the method of Lessing Jr. in view of Miller et al by 
adding the step of clamping the tube as taught by Militzer et al, in order to maintain 
sterility of the device components. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aamer S. Ahmed whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5965. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nicholas Lucchesi can be reached on 571-272-4977. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 




A. Ahmed 
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